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Qualifying Guideline:
Active duty officers who die feloniously or accidentally during the course of performing police functions while on or off duty within the past year.


Slain Officer
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________   

Date of Birth:___________________________________________________________________________

Date of Death:__________________________________________________________________________

Please show name, birth date and date of death exactly as it should appear on the tribute.  Do not include rank or title.


Nominating Police Executive
Name:________________________________________________________________________________

Rank:_________________________________________________________________________________

Agency:_______________________________________________________________________________

MailingAddress:________________________________________________________________________



Street addresses only please.  No P.O. Box numbers.
City_________________________________________State______________ZipCode ________________

Telephone: __________________________________E-mail:__________________________________
I attest that the slain officer meets the IACP Qualifying Guidelines and I am requesting that the IACP send me the IACP Tribute to present to the surviving family.  I understand that there is no cost for the IACP Tribute.
Signature of requesting police executive: __________________________________________________________________________
The International Association of Chiefs of Police is the world’s oldest and largest police executive association comprised of over 20,000 members throughout the world.

IACP’s mission statement, promise, values, and objectives emphasize the need and desire of the association to lend support and understanding to all law enforcement administrators as they meet and deal with the challenges they face.
PURPOSE

The IACP leadership recognizes that one of the toughest challenges facing any police executive is handling a line of duty death within a department.  To lend support to the agency head that must respond to this challenge and to add the IACP’s acknowledgement of the sacrifice made, the association has established a program that provides its own tribute to slain officers.

QUALIFYING GUIDELINE
Individuals intended to receive the IACP Tribute to Slain Officers are:

These tributes are intended to be presented to the closest surviving family of the fallen officer, not as departmental keepsakes.
ADMINISTRATION
The IACP Tribute to Slain Officers Program is administered through the Division of State Associations of Chiefs of Police.  Communications should be directed to:

Nuyiri Kasbarian

International Association of Chiefs of Police

Division of State Associations of Chiefs of Police

515 North Washington Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Tel: (703) 836-6767 ext. 390

Fax: (703) 836-4743


There is no cost to the agency to participate in the IACP Tribute to Slain Officers Program.  Steps to follow:

1. Review the following materials.

2. Complete and sign the application form.
3. Once the application is received at IACP, you will receive a letter with follow-up details.
GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTATION

These are ideas and suggestions and following these guidelines is not required by the IACP when presenting the IACP Tribute to the closest surviving family. The police executive should feel free to adopt any part of the presentation guidelines to an informal or formal presentation.  The desires and wishes of the fallen officer’s family are paramount.

· Presentation of the tribute should never be made prior to the funeral or memorial service.  Religious, state or country services have precedence over all else.

· Optimum time for the presentation is within the first three (3) months, but up to six (6) months is acceptable, depending on the incident surrounding the death, time of year, and any extenuating circumstances. 

· Presentation should be formal in nature calling for full dress uniform for all police officials, as well as those in the honor or ceremonial units.

· Invitations should go out to all area survivors as well as community, civic, and political leaders including the heads of all area departments and agencies.  Time and date of the presentation should be chosen to allow as many officers who worked with the fallen officer as possible to attend.

· Departmental transportation to and from the ceremony should be provided to the surviving spouse, children, and immediate family including the parents and siblings of the fallen officer.

· Press releases should be prepared and sent.  Coverage by local television and radio stations should be encouraged.


· A videotape of the service, if possible, is a nice optional keepsake to prepare for family members, particularly if the fallen officer has small children who will have difficulty remembering the service.

· Unless country ethics and customs dictate otherwise, it is of utmost importance to verbally acknowledge all immediate family survivors attending the service – not just the spouse.  Having the parents of the fallen officer join the surviving spouse on the stage or up front during the presentation of the tribute is one additional departmental option.  Any action of that type gives the department the opportunity to formally and publicly recognize the loss to the entire family, not just the spouse.

· Presentations should include, but are not limited to the following: formal seating of immediate survivors (spouse, children, parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, etc.); presentation and retreat of colors; national anthem, and other appropriate music; acknowledgement of distinguished guests and presentation of tribute by departmental head.  Flowers, either in form of a corsage for the spouse and mother, or single flowers handed to each family member, are a nice addition to the presentation.

· If possible, serving light refreshments afterwards allows the family and co-workers an opportunity to interact with one another.  It also affords the opportunity to those who are in attendance to express their sympathies and concerns not only to the family and department but to each other as well.

· Boxes of tissues should be kept in a handy place in case they are needed during the service.

Whatever procedure you establish for this presentation, please be sure it is repeated in the same manner for all department line of duty deaths.  To increase or decrease the ceremony based on the type of line of duty death only serves to cause additional pain to surviving families.


SAMPLE PRESENTATION


Today the International Association of Chiefs of Police acknowledges the death of Officer (use full name the first time it is said) _______________ in the service of his country.


Officer _______________ died doing a job (he or she) loved, serving a country (he or she) loved even more.  Officer _______________ has become part of all that is decent and honorable and intrepid about America (or other country, if applicable).


But to think Officer _______________ is heroic because of (his or her) death is to miss the significance of this tribute.  What was so noble about Officer _______________ was not how (he or she) died, but how (he or she) lived.


Officer _______________ did not lose (his or her) life, (he or she) gave it.  That is what we are honoring here today.  A police officer pledges to keep our “todays” safe, knowing full well it could cost (him or her) their tomorrows.


Today, the International Association of Chiefs of Police presents its tribute to the family of Officer _______________.  I would like to ask that (closest surviving family) come forward now to accept the presentation.


(Read the inscription on the tribute)  Your courageous officer’s name is now deeply engraved on the IACP’s tribute.  Please know that who (read officer’s name) was and what (he or she) stood for now burns brightly in the hearts of the one you loved, it may help to wipe away your tears.


Please know that so many agencies from all around the world share today in your loss.  May this tribute serve as a reminder that Officer _______________ will never be forgotten.
Active duty officers who die feloniously or accidentally during the course of performing police functions while on or off duty within the past year.
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